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Welcome

Natural Resource Management groups across regional Western Australia are 
joining forces to bring you two Talkin’ Soil Health conferences in 2018, Dalwallinu 
and Katanning.

South Coast Natural Resource Management and the South West Catchments Council 
would like to welcome you to the 2018 Katanning Talkin’ Soil Health conference. This is 
the third Talkin’ Soil Health conference since its inauguration in 2013. We are bringing 
together some of Australia’s and the world’s most engaging soil scientists and land 
management practitioners to share soil knowledge, discover innovations in soil health 
and management, and learn about new soil technologies. 

We hope the next two days will provide opportunities for farmers and anyone interested 
in ‘unearthing profits’ to hear the latest research findings and understand how they can 
use that information to improve soil management for their own farms, their industry and 
more broadly, for agricultural land across the state. 

This event would not be possible without the support, through funding, from the 
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program and the Building Better Regions 
Fund.

We would like to thank all of our generous sponsors that have contributed to the event.

Welcome once again from South Coast NRM and the South West Catchments Council
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Conference Program

Time DAY 1: Thursday 15th March
08:00-08:30 Registration
08:30-08:40 Master of Ceremonies

Pip Courtney, ABC TV’s ‘Landline’ Presenter and Journalist
Introduction and housekeeping

08:40-08:50 Welcome to country
Traditional Owner

08:50-09.05 Opening address
Rick Wilson , Federal Member for O’Connor

09.05-09.20 Welcome address
Major General, the Honourable Michael Jeffery, Chair, Soils for Life

09:20-10:30 Tackling the big issues from the soil up
Nicole Masters, Director, Integrity Soils

10:30-10:50 Morning Tea
10:50-11.10 Agricultural practices for the benefit of soil health

A brief discussion on the components of soil health, different systems for soil amelioration and
the focus to maintain good science in testing and trials.
Tim Overheu, DPIRD

11.10-11.30 Making good decisions
The economics of fixing your soils, doing nothing or trying something else
Elizabeth Peterson, DPIRD 

11.30-11.40 Video – Soil Health Champion – South West Catchments Council
Glen Ryan, Farmer

12:20-12:45 Soil improvement - What are the options?
Lukas van Zwietan, Soil CRC

12:45-13:45 Lunch
13:45-14:15 Panel Session

Cropping practices - What’s new and working?
What are the latest strategies for tackling compaction, soil biology, acidity, nutrient status and
what to do with non-wetting soils?
Tim Overheu, DPIRD |Elizabeth Peterson, DPIRD |Michael Crawford, Soils CRC |
Phil Ward, CSIRO

11:40-12:20 Soil improvement case studies 
11.40-12.00 Bacteria populations and physicochemical characteristics of lateritic soils under native 

vegetation, pasture and Eucalyptus globulus plantations in Wellstead, Western Australia 
Sylvia Leighton, Farmer

12:00-12:20 Results of 15 years of liming and soil testing in the Gabby Quoi Quoi Catchment 
Chris Gazey, DPIRD



Talkin’ Soil HealthTalkin’ Soil Health

14:15-15:15 Soil improvement case studies 
14:15-14:35 Dung Beetles:  Growing species abundance and diversity 

Kathy Dawson, Warren Catchments Council
14:35-14:55 Consequences and possible causes of declining essential minerals in food

Adrian Williams, Pendragon Dryland Management
14:55-15:15 Soil health indicators and fertiliser inputs relative to yields and soil health trends in five

cropping systems in the Environs of  Cranbrook, Western Australia
Wendy Bradshaw, Gillamii Centre

15:15-15:35 Soils for Life - Key lessons learnt
Natalie Williams, CEO, Soils for Life

15:35-15:55 Afternoon Tea
15:55-16:15 Overcoming multiple soil constraints as the reality is

Stephen Davies, DPIRD
16:15-16:40 Soil CRC highlights

Michael Crawford, CEO, Soils CRC
16:40-16:50 Video – Soil Health Champion – South Coast NRM, 

Wendy & Peter  Bradshaw, Farmers

16:50-17:20 Panel session
When fixing constraints is unviable – What options are open?
Pastures, forage, agroforestry
Nicole Masters, Integrity Soils | Stephen Davies DPIRD | Glen Ryan, Farmer

17:20-17:30 Summary and wrap-up
Pip Courtney

18:30-23:00 Conference Dinner 
18:30-19:15 Pre-dinner Drinks 

(There will be a small tab on the bar and once gone, people purchase their own)
19:15 Seat guests to table
19:20-19:30 Welcome Address 
19:30-20:00 Main course
20:00-20:20 Award ceremony - Soil Health Champions
20:20-20:30 Dessert
20:30-21:00 A personal journey

Pip Courtney

Conference Program
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Time DAY 2: Friday 16th March
07.00 - 07.30 Breakfast Breakfast
07:30 – 12:30 Option 1 – Field visit 

Vertical Farm Real Estate
Option 2 - Workshops

07:30-08:45 Bus to site 
Tea, coffee, and snacks available on arrival

08:45-09:00 Arrive

09.00-09:30 Below Ground (Dean Revell)
•  What makes soil marginal
•  Shrubs as part of your mix for soil health
•  Root systems and nutrient cycling
•  Water use and water tables

09:00-12:30 Soil Health Workshop
Teaming up with your underground workforce
Nicole Masters, Integrity Soils

09.30-09:40 Break

09.40-10:10 Above Ground (Dean Revell)
•  Managing mixtures of shrubs and pastures
•  When to graze
•  How to graze (your management and live
    stock behaviour)
•  What is it worth to you and your whole- 
    farm system

10.10-10:25 Soil, Innovation, and cost (Kevin 
Wise, Farmer, Gnowangerup)

10.25-12.00 Travel back to Katanning

12:30 – 13:00 Lunch and Farewell
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Speaker Biographies

Master of Ceremonies  – Pip Courtney
Pip grew up in Tasmania and studied politics and English at University. On graduating, 
she joined ABC radio news in Hobart in 1986.

At school, Pip tossed up between two careers - wool classing and journalism. 
With assorted aunts, uncles, grandparents and cousins on the land, her interest 
in agriculture led her to study ag science, but when it came to choosing a career, 
journalism won out. In 1993, she combined her two interests when she joined ABC 
TV’s ‘Landline’. In 2007, Pip and former Landline presenter Sally Sara were awarded 
Queensland Journalists of the Year for a feature on depression called “Black Dog”. 
In 2009, Pip won the Queensland Rural Press Club’s Excellence in Rural Journalism 
Award. The prize was a trip to the USA to attend an international agricultural 
journalism conference.

A blog about her trip, called “Saddle Up”, was the ABC’s most popular online blog 
for three months. In 2011, Pip’s two-part feature on the coal seam gas industry in 
Queensland won her the Queensland Media Award’s Excellence in Rural Journalism 
Prize, the Rabobank Star prize for rural broadcasting (Qld), the National Rabobank 
Star prize and the International Star Prize for Rural Broadcasting. In 2012 Pip was 
appointed host of Landline. She continues her reporting, with a particular focus on 
Queensland and Tasmania.

Major General the Honourable Michael Jeffery, Soils for Life
Major General the Honourable Michael Jeffery, AC, AO(Mil), CVO, MC (Retd) was born 
in Wiluna, Western Australia in 1937. He graduated from the Royal Military College 
Duntroon into Infantry, serving operationally in Malaya, Borneo, Papua New Guinea 
and Vietnam, where he was awarded the Military Cross and the South Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallantry. On 1 November 1993, General Jeffery was sworn in as the 27th 
Governor of Western Australia, and became a Companion of the Order of Australia, 
a Commander of the Royal Victorian Order and a Citizen of Western Australia for his 
services to the State. Post retirement as Governor in 2000, he established the Perth 
based not-for-profit public policy think-tank, Future Directions International (FDI), 
whose object is to examine longer term issues facing Australia.

From 2003 to 2008, he served as Governor-General of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, where his key interests were in youth, education and food security. 
Currently, he is Chairman of FDI and Outcomes Australia and patron of some other 16 
charitable organisations and the Executive Chairman of the Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Jubilee Trust in Australia. In October 2013, he was appointed by the Prime Minister 
as Australia’s Advocate for Soil Health. Married to Marlena, he enjoys golf, cricket, 
fishing, reading and music.



Talkin’ Soil Health

Nicole Masters, Director Integrity Soils
Nicole is the Director of Integrity Soils and an agro-ecologist, social ecologist, systems 
thinker and a qualified educator. She has been involved in the biological agriculture 
industry since 2000 and offers professional services across the agricultural sector, 
including: leading workshops, facilitation, professional speaking engagements and 
consultations.

Nicole is passionate about putting control back into farmers’ hands in regards to 
nutrients and soil, crop and animal management, and works with natural systems to 
improve nutrient cycling and reduce inputs. She strongly advocates that the outcomes 
from adopting a ‘soils first’ approach have positive repercussions for both human and 
environmental health. At the end of the day, farming is all about producing food. She 
and her team aim to support farmer learning; to ensure the food quality produced is 
the best in the world, now and into the future.

Tim Overheu , DPIRD
Tim Overheu has over 30 years of experience in soil and land assessment and has 
worked in multiple small and large scale soil-landscape assessment projects, including 
international soil surveys, national soil condition assessment, soil health programs 
and several vineyard and horticulture development (government) consultancies. 
He was recently appointed by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Regional 
Development (the Hon  Alannah MacTiernan, MLC) to the role of Chair for the Interim 
WA Soil and Land Conservation Council). Tim is the immediate past Federal President 
of Soil Science Australia, a Past President of the WA Branch of Soil Science Australia 
(the peak body for professional soil scientists in Australia) and holds professional 
industry accreditation as a Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSS). 

Tim is the WA representative on the National (inter-governmental) Committee for 
Soil and Terrain (NCST) and leads the team of Soil Resource Science specialists in 
the Dept of Primary Industries and Regional Development. Tim is passionate about 
Australian agriculture and the management of the land and soil resources on which 
its future relies. He believes in evidence based science and its role in supporting food 
production and is enthusiastic about disseminating information to raise awareness 
about the valuable national asset under foot - our soils.

Rick Wilson , Federal Member for O’Connor
Rick Wilson has represented the electorate of O’Connor in Federal Parliament since 
2013.
Raised in Katanning, Rick and his brother took over the family farm at a young age, 
where he learned about the challenges of running a dynamic business in regional 
Western Australia.  He has drawn on that expertise in his role as Chair of the Standing 
Committee on Agriculture and Water Resources. 
Rick has advocated passionately for for improved mobile coverage in the regions, 
greater market opportunities for farmers, and better access to education for regional 
students. 
He moved to Albany with his wife, Tanya, and their four children in 2016
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Speaker Biographies

Dr Elizabeth Petersen, DPIRD
Dr Elizabeth Petersen (Liz) is currently a Senior Research Officer at the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Principal Applied Economist at 
Advanced Choice Economics Pty Ltd, and Senior Lecturer at the University of Western 
Australia. She has a PhD in Agricultural Economics and a Bachelor of Science with 
Honours, both from the University of Western Australia.

Dr Petersen has held specialist short-term appointments at DPIRD as an Economist 
or Policy Officer since early 2013. After completing her Ph.D., she worked as a 
Post-doctoral Fellow and Fellow for three years at the Australian National University 
before returning to Perth to establish a consulting firm, Advanced Choice Economics 
Pty Ltd, in 2003. She has led over 50 consultancy projects over the last 14 years. 
Her interests lie in applied research, specialising in agricultural, environmental and 
fisheries economics in Australia and overseas. 

Dr Lukas Van Zweiten, Soil CRC
Dr Lukas Van Zwieten completed his PhD in Agricultural Chemistry and Soil Science at 
the University of Sydney in 1995 and he is a Senior Principal Research Scientist with 
the NSW Department of Primary Industries. He is an adjunct Professor at Southern 
Cross Plant Science. His postgraduate supervision and research interests include 
carbon and nutrient cycling, soil function, ecotoxicology and impacts of agricultural 
chemicals, management practices and climate change on soil resilience.

Lukas was awarded the 2016 NSW Premiers Award for Public Sector Science and 
Engineering, is a Churchill Fellow and Member of Soil Science Australia. His research 
has been popularised through ABC’s Landline (1999), ABC’s Catalyst program (2007), 
a CNN “special report” in 2008, Landline (2009) and Discovery Channels “Ecopolis” 
mini-series in 2009/10. He has published more than 100 book chapters and journal 
papers and has several highly cited works. 

Natalie Williams, CEO Soils for Life
Natalie Williams is the Soils for Life Chief of Staff. She joined the organisation in 
2017, bringing practical regeneration experience as a former land manager of a 7600 
hectare sustainably-managed cattle station. Natalie has run her own businesses and 
has held numerous director positions on Corporate Agriculture Management boards. 
Natalie is also a former Nuffield Scholar, studying carbon sequestration in arid and 
semi-arid environs, sustainable grazing systems and how farmers can make money 
trading carbon.
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Dr Stephen Davies, DPIRD
Steve has worked for 18 years as an agricultural scientist since completing his PhD 
at UWA, including 5 years with the CSIRO Plant Industry in Canberra and 13 years in 
Geraldton with DAFWA, (now DPIRD), undertaking soils research. 

Since working with the Department, Steve has managed research projects on subsoil 
constraints and soil water repellence and undertaken research on ameliorating and 
repairing degraded agricultural soils affected by soil acidity, subsoil compaction, soil 
water repellence and infertility. As a part of this work, Steve enjoys learning from and 
communicating with growers, and in 2012, was awarded a ‘Pick of the Crop’ award 
for services to the West Midlands grower group and in 2017, the GRDC ‘Seed of Light’ 
award for excellence in grains research communication.

Dr Michael Crawford, CEO Soil CRC
Dr Michael Crawford has over 25 years’ experience in extension, research and 
science management in areas related to soil science, farming systems and natural 
resource management. Michael has an Honours Degree in agricultural science from 
the University of Melbourne, a PhD in soil science from the University of Adelaide, 
undertaken through the former CRC for Soil and Land Management, and an Executive 
Masters in Public Administration from the University of Melbourne and the Australia 
and New Zealand School of Government. 

Dr Crawford has operated at senior levels of government and research management, 
has worked with grower groups and farming communities, and has strong 
relationships with relevant industry stakeholders, universities and government 
departments. He commenced as the inaugural CEO of the CRC for High Performance 
Soils in September 2017.

Dr Phil Ward, Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO
Phil Ward completed a Bachelor of Agricultural Science in Adelaide in 1986. After two 
years with the South Australian Department of Agriculture, he returned to Adelaide 
University and completed a PhD in 1993, investigating adding clay to non-wetting 
sands. In 1994 he moved to Perth to take up a position with CSIRO, and is still there. 
His research interests include water use efficiency in dryland agriculture, with a focus 
on both productivity and sustainability.
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Case Study Extracts

Bacterial populations and physicochemical 
characteristics of lateritic soils under native  
vegetation, pasture and Eucalyptus globulus 
plantations is Wellstead
Presented by Sylvia Leighton, Farmer

This study investigated soil physicochemical 
properties and bacterial community composition 
in native vegetation, 40 year old pasture, 10-year-
old and 20-year-old Eucalyptus globulus (blue gum) 
on a farming property 100 kilometres north east of 
Albany, Western Australia. 

The study highlighted the importance of soil 
properties other than pH on bacterial communities 
and the role of land use.  The results suggest that 
native soil microbial populations can gradually 
return to an area that has been disturbed by 
agriculture landuses under a period of woody 
revegetation even if the species and structure of 
the reafforestation is quite different to that of the 
original native vegetation.   

Results of 15 years of liming and soil testing in 
the Gabby Quoi Quoi catchment
Presented by Chris Gazey, DPIRD 

The change in soil pH following liming can often take 
a long period of time, usually because insufficient 
lime is applied to counter existing acidity in the 
soil, as well as ongoing soil acidification. This study 
presents the change in soil pH for topsoil and 
subsoil (10–20 cm) over a 17-year period for the 
Gabby Quoi Quoi catchment, and demonstrates 
that positive change is achievable at a catchment 
scale. Soil samples were collected from nearly 
300 geolocated sites on three separate occasions 
- 1999, 2006 and 2016. The importance of soil 
sampling to depth for pH to develop a soil acidity 
management plan, will also be discussed. The work 
is a collaboration between Precision SoilTech, the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development and Wheatbelt NRM.
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Dung Beetles: Growing species abundance and 
diversity
Presented by Kathy Dawson, Warren Catchments 
Council

Warren Catchments Council has been working with 
dung beetles since 2012, initially the focus was on 
using the beetles as a carbon sequestration tool by 
burying biochar-infused cattle manure. The early 
work revealed a lack of widespread knowledge of 
dung beetle species: their biological, ecological 
characteristics including spatial and temporal 
distribution or management practices to optimise 
productive benefit from the beetles’ activity.

Subsequent projects have undertaken monitoring 
at eight sites on cattle properties distributed 
throughout the catchments, from Boyup Brook to 
Walpole, encompassing a variety of soil types and 
rainfall belts. It quickly became apparent there was 
inadequate species diversity and gaps in geographic 
and seasonal activity.

WCC’s active support of persistent lobbying by 
Dr Bernard Doube and others has culminated in 
a major national dung beetle Rural R&D for Profit 
programme funded by the Australian Government, 
MLA, CSIRO, universities (UWA, CSU, UNE), New 
Zealand Landcare and here, in WA by WCC and 
Mingenew Irwin Group. This project is about to 
commence operation.

Consequences and possible causes of declining 
essential minerals in food
Presented by Adrian Williams, Pendragon Dryland 
Management Services Pty Ltd

The World Health Organisation has found that the 
level of essential minerals in food in developed 
countries has declined by 30-60% since the 1940s.  
This can have important health implications and 
could be implicated in modern ailments such as 
unexpected cardiac problems, decreasing human 
fertility, impaired immune responses and increasing 
mental disorders (Bi polar, Dementia, Cognitive 
disfunction).  The minerals we consume come from 
the soil via the plants we eat or that livestock eat.  
This short presentation links ailments to specific 
deficiencies in available soil minerals and considers 
possible causes for deficiencies, including some 
modern farming practices.

Biochar in horticulture
Presented by Wendy Bradshaw, Gillamii Centre 

Hot off the press, the Gillamii Centre will present 
results of their recently completed 3 year cropping 
systems soil health project, philanthropically funded 
by Mt Barker Chicken through Landcare Australia.
 
Soil health indicators were analysed in relation to 
yield and fertiliser inputs to determine soil health 
trends with fascinating results.
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Day 2 Information

Field Trip – Vertical Farm Real Estate, 
Gnowangerup

7:30am-12:00am
Key constraints for farming in the Gnowangerup 
region are soil salinity and low soil fertility.  Areas 
not capable of producing break-even yields are 
considered ‘marginal’ and are not used for cropping.
There is potential to regenerate these patches and 
have them contributing to a whole-farm system in
a sustainable manner.

Building vertical real estate is about going down in 
the world, and up! Maximising plant rooting
depths by including deep-rooted perennial plants 
changes the game in the soil for other plants and
microorganisms. Deep roots can create water 
channels, living roots can redistribute nutrients 
in the soil profile and make them accessible to 
companion pasture plants, and choosing species 
that can tolerate the local conditions means the 
soils are no longer as marginal as they would 
otherwise be.

Above-ground vertical real estate is about using 
plants with different structures, or strata, to
optimise the mix between pastures at ground level, 
forage shrubs in the mid-rage, and trees (where
appropriate).  You may be familiar with strata titles 
with apartments.  A strata title is a form of
ownership devised for multi-level apartment blocks 
and horizontal subdivisions with shared areas. We
can apply the same principles to our forage systems 
– shared areas with different species, each
having their own specialist role. We often think that 
adding forage plant diversity means adding
competition and management complexity, but that 
need not be the case.

How different forage species can work together for 
the benefit of the livestock, soil health and the
sustainable profit for farm businesses will be 
discussed at the field visit. Proudly presented by and
North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources and Dean 
Revell, Revell Science supported by the Talkin
Soil Health Conference.

Soil Health Workshop

9.00am-12.30pm 
“Teaming up with your underground workforce”
Nicole Masters, Director of Integrity Soils, New 
Zealand

Soil is our most important land asset. Along with 
sunlight and water, soil provides the basis for all 
terrestrial life, the biodiversity around us, and 
the field crops that we harvest for food and fibre. 
Healthy soil provides ecosystem services, supports 
healthy plant growth, resists erosion, stores water, 
retains nutrients, and is an environmental buffer in 
the landscape.

Information handouts are available for those 
attending the workshop.
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South Coast NRM Soil Health 
Champion

Peter & Wendy Bradshaw

Peter and Wendy Bradshaw are mixed enterprise farmers in Tambellup, who are not afraid to experiment with 
the ‘mixed’ part of their business.

The Bradshaw’s have been trialling sustainable agricultural practices for many years in an attempt to improve 
production and soil health for not only the arable land, but also the surrounding bushland.  Their approach of 
trying to work with nature, both productively and profitably, is challenging and not well established science.   

They have taken up the challenge and have engaged in several trials to gain and record this important 
information through monitoring, observing, and recording the results.  Information is regularly and openly 
shared with the community, and they remain strong advocates for sustainable farming practices.

South Coast NRM believes that Peter and Wendy’s work has displayed commendable qualities which have earnt 
them the title of the 2017 South Coast NRM Soil Health Champion
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Glen Ryan

Glen Ryan’s father, Tony, started farming in Pemberton in the mid 1960’s and Glen and his brother Dean have 
been farming with him for the last 35 years.  It’s a family operation where everybody is involved and on the 
same page.  They’ve grown potatoes for a long time and run beef cattle but more recently diversified into 
seedless lemons, avocados and kiwifruit.

Around ten years ago, they noticed the quality of their potatoes was starting to deteriorate and so were their 
soils.  Practice change was required and they set about trialing different techniques, pastures, and rotation 
systems.  The program and pasture species they now use, not only works well for cattle and potato crops but 
also for their newer crops of lemons, avocados and kiwifruit with amazing results.  

Their soil and cattle health has vastly improved, they are getting very few weeds in their crops and they have 
reduced the use of fertilisers considerably.

South West Catchments Council believes that Glen’s work has displayed commendable qualities which have 
earnt him the title of the 2017 South West Catchments Council’s Soil Health Champion.

South West Catchments Council 
Soil Health Champion
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Sponsor Information
Dig Deep Major Sponsor

The Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) is one of the world’s leading grains research 
organisations, responsible for planning, investing in and overseeing RD&E to deliver improvements in 
production, sustainability and profitability across the Australian grains industry.

The GRDC’s primary objective is to drive the discovery, development and delivery of world-class innovation to 
enhance the productivity, profitability and sustainability of Australian grain growers and benefit the industry 
and the wider community.  

Further details can be found at: www.grdc.com.au

Around two thirds of Australia’s export earnings come from regional industries such as agriculture, tourism, 
retail, services and manufacturing. Australia’s regions are also integral to our values and sense of identity, which 
come from our unique and diverse culture, landscape, history and people.

The Australian Government, through the department contributes to the prosperity of the economy and the 
wellbeing of all Australians by assisting regions to realise their potential and manage their own futures.

To do this, the department works in partnership with regional, rural, remote and Indigenous communities.
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The State Natural Resource Management (NRM) Office was established by the Western Australian (WA) 
Government to facilitate the coordinated delivery of natural resource management in WA and covers the 
portfolios of Agriculture and Food, Environment and Water.

In 2009, the Western Australian Government established the State’s Natural Resource Management Program to 
address Western Australian NRM priorities. Since then more than 850 projects over 200 separate community 
groups and organisations, industry groups, local governments, schools and state agencies have been supported 
with over $87 million of grants who in turn have contributed an additional $50 million of their own funds and 
effort.

The program assists to maintain or enhance the condition of the State’s land, water (terrestrial and marine) and 
biodiversity assets so that they continue to provide economic, environmental, social and cultural benefits to 
Western Australians.

Sponsors

Session Sponsor

The Soil CRC aims to increase the long-term productivity and profitability of Australian farmers through the 
sustainable improvement and management of our poor quality soils. 

The Soil CRC is the biggest collaborative soil research effort in Australia’s history. Comprising eight universities, 
three state agencies, 22 farmer and catchment groups and a number of industry partners, it will develop new 
solutions that will unlock the potential of Australia’s agricultural sector. Through its research and innovation 
program, it will develop new mechanisms for financially rewarding good soil management, new integrated soil 
management solutions that provide greater precision for farmers, new ways to measure the performance of 
soils and new products to increase soil fertility and function. 

The Soil CRC led by CEO Dr Michael Crawford, is funded for the next 10 years. Further details can be found at: 
www.soilcrc.com.au
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Sponsor Information

Intuit Earth supports farmers to adopt management practices designed to enhance ecosystem services, with 
a primary focus on improving soil health through building soil carbon. We design and deliver education and 
training to achieve these objectives. We manufacture high quality compost for compost extract, designed for 
broad-acre contexts.

The Converte story began in Perth in 1996 with the brilliant mineralogist and horticulturalist, David Menne.  
Following extensive field trials, Converte was formed in 2011, launching a range of liquid products designed to 
drive health through the soil-to-plate food chain.  Converte proudly supports regenerative agriculture across 
Australian farms.

With an extensive and proven understanding of soil health and plant nutrition (including biologicals, microbes 
and other beneficial organisms), Eco Growth is Australia’s leading biologically enhanced, rock mineral based 
fertiliser company. 

Eco Growth manufactures premium, specialised granular and liquid fertilisers for use in broad acre agriculture, 
commercial horticulture, turf and home gardens and also has the ability to produce bulk custom blends for any 
situation.  For a more detailed overview, we invite you to visit: www.ecogrowth.com.au

Agworld is a global leader in collaborative farm management, enabling farmers, advisors and third parties to 
work together as one on a single platform. Agworld’s industry-leading standardised database makes it quick and 
easy to create accurate, reportable farm data. With over 50 000 farms and more than 28 000 users across 15 
countries, Agworld has the experience, capacity and market presence to support the delivery of innovation to 
farmers, agronomists and those that serve them.
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Meat & Livestock Australia Ltd (MLA) strives to be the recognised leader in delivering world-class research, 
development and marketing outcomes that benefit Australian cattle, sheep and goat producers.  Working in 
collaboration with the Australian Government and wider red meat industry, MLA’s mission is to deliver value 
to levy payers by investing in initiatives that contribute to producer profitability, sustainability and global 
competitiveness

Katanning Landcare is operated by a volunteer committee dedicated to our four focus areas:
1 - Creating and maintaining Healthy Farms; 2 - Improving and protecting Biodiversity and Habitat; 3 - Creating 
Sustainable Living programs and; 4 - Improving Water Security both on and off-farm.
We do this by seeking grants, sponsorships, and donations that aid volunteers, farmers, and community 
members to achieve their goals towards creating a better environment in which to live.

North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources covers a large parcel of the Pallinup River catchment. Our aim is 
to inspire both current and future generations to undertake sustainable management of the regions natural 
resources through coordination, education and implementation programs. As a highly motivated group of 
people we seek to encourage the viability of the landholder by forging connections with other environmentally 
related fields to benefit the social, economic and environmental status of the North Stirlings Pallinup areas.
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Notes
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SPONSORED BY:

SUPPORTED BY:

This event is supported through funding 
from the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program and the Building Better 
Regions Fund.


