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Quick overview

•Dung beetle biology

•History of exotic dung beetles

•Current research
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Transmission of Microbiome Members in the Dung Beetle, Onthophagus taurus (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae). Plos One 8:15.



Original CSIRO Dung Beetle Project

• Aims:
• Clear pastures of dung to 

increase pasture availability
• Reduce dung breeding flies

• Achievements:
• Established 23 exotic dung 

beetle species in Australia





100 monitoring sites
12 monitoring groups
Many individual property owners







Experimental field 
sites



5 years from release 10 years from release

$$









What’s missing…

•Sheep

•Mixed systems

•Critters other than dung 
beetles



Thanks for listening!

jacob.berson@uwa.edu.au
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